
YES! I want to strengthen Beckman Catholic High School by giving to the Beckman Catholic Annual Appeal.

January 24, 2023

 How did I get involved in Beckman Catholic? I was coming home from a card game at 11 o’clock at night on November 
19, 1973, when I noticed the cars in the Beckman High School parking lot. Being nosy (or did the Holy Spirit guide me?) I turned 
into Beckman using the wrong way drive, found a vacant seat in the last row of the Commons, and asked “What’s going on?”
 A friend told me the board just voted to close Beckman High School as Cascade Aquin Catholic High school had an 
anonymous donor give Aquin $1 million to keep them open. Since the Archbishop only wanted two Catholic high schools in 
Dubuque County, he chose to close Beckman because they did not have a large sum of money available. There were parents and 
supporters crying, and making spontaneous, passionate speeches about why Beckman High School could not close. Someone 
suggested we raise $1 million to keep Beckman open, while another person added, “Who is going to do that?”
 Linus Showalter, who had made a passionate speech and was a popular insurance man in the area, was mentioned. Linus 
said he would do it if several other people would help. John Witte, a successful businessman and owner of the Petersburg Feed 
Mill volunteered, and someone suggested Joe Ertl could do it as he and his wife Helen had been Saint Francis Xavier Parish 
Circle Co-Chairman for two years and had done a fantastic job raising money. Linus, John and myself agreed to try to raise the 
money to keep Beckman High School open. We scheduled a meeting at Beckman High School at 7 o’clock the next night.
 The next evening my 5th grade Nativity school teacher, Sister Teresita opened the meeting with prayer. Sister informed us 
that all 5 convents in Dubuque had started a Novena for our success and guidance. She said we should make St. Joseph the Patron 
Saint for our fundraising success because he would not let us fail, and after our success Sister suggested we do something special 
to honor St. Joseph. That is why the statue of St. Joseph is in the main hallway at Beckman Catholic High School. The Saint 
Joseph statue was carved by local woodcarving artist Jack Becker. 
 Almost everyone who attended the Beckman closing meeting came to the meeting the following evening. There was so 
much support we decided to raise money as the “Beckman Endowment Fund.” Within 2 weeks’ time we raised $750,000.  We 
went to the Archbishop and he was so impressed with the Beckman supporters he said he would loan Beckman High School 
$250,000, and that is why Beckman is open today. We had the “Doubting Thomas’s” who said “if I knew Beckman would 
survive, I would give and I would give big.” That was 50 years ago and Beckman has survived. Fellow Beckman supporters and 
students, now it’s your turn for the next 50 years.
 My wife and I continue to give to Beckman Catholic long after our own children and grandchildren have graduated. We do 
this for the future generations who deserve a quality Catholic education. Every student and graduate should become an owner of 
Beckman Catholic by giving a dollar or two. You will love owning part of Beckman Catholic. Please join us in giving to Beckman 
Catholic - we will succeed when we have thousands of owners of Beckman Catholic. Have faith in the Holy Spirit to keep 
Beckman Catholic High School alive and keep Catholicism strong. May God bless you on your journey to heaven.

Sincerely,

Joseph & Helen Ertl
Turn the page to read about Elisabeth Kerper’s Beckman Catholic experience.

 

St. John Vianney

❑ My information has changed. Please see back for updates. 
❑ Please contact me about including Beckman Catholic in my estate     
    plans.
❑ I would like to give a gift in the amount of:
❑ $25  ❑ $100      ❑ $250     ❑ $500    ❑ $1,000      ❑ other
❑ Please recognize my donation under the following name or business:

❑ My check made payable to Beckman Catholic High School is 
enclosed for the following amount:  $

❑ Please charge my gift by credit card:  $ 

❑ Visa ❑ MasterCard    ❑ Discover    

Card Number

Exp.          CVV number
 

Signature

Please return this form in the envelope provided, or you can give 
online at https://beckman.revtrak.net/Donate-Now/#/list, or by 
phone at 563-875-7188. Thank you for your gift, which is tax 
deductible as provided by law.
❑ I would like my gift to be anonymous.

Helen and Joseph Ertl
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I am third. God first, others second, myself third.I am third. God first, others second, myself third.

January 29, 2024

YES! I want to strengthen Beckman Catholic High School by giving to the Beckman Catholic Annual Appeal.

January 24, 2023

 How did I get involved in Beckman Catholic? I was coming home from a card game at 11 o’clock at night on November 
19, 1973, when I noticed the cars in the Beckman High School parking lot. Being nosy (or did the Holy Spirit guide me?) I turned 
into Beckman using the wrong way drive, found a vacant seat in the last row of the Commons, and asked “What’s going on?”
 A friend told me the board just voted to close Beckman High School as Cascade Aquin Catholic High school had an 
anonymous donor give Aquin $1 million to keep them open. Since the Archbishop only wanted two Catholic high schools in 
Dubuque County, he chose to close Beckman because they did not have a large sum of money available. There were parents and 
supporters crying, and making spontaneous, passionate speeches about why Beckman High School could not close. Someone 
suggested we raise $1 million to keep Beckman open, while another person added, “Who is going to do that?”
 Linus Showalter, who had made a passionate speech and was a popular insurance man in the area, was mentioned. Linus 
said he would do it if several other people would help. John Witte, a successful businessman and owner of the Petersburg Feed 
Mill volunteered, and someone suggested Joe Ertl could do it as he and his wife Helen had been Saint Francis Xavier Parish 
Circle Co-Chairman for two years and had done a fantastic job raising money. Linus, John and myself agreed to try to raise the 
money to keep Beckman High School open. We scheduled a meeting at Beckman High School at 7 o’clock the next night.
 The next evening my 5th grade Nativity school teacher, Sister Teresita opened the meeting with prayer. Sister informed us 
that all 5 convents in Dubuque had started a Novena for our success and guidance. She said we should make St. Joseph the Patron 
Saint for our fundraising success because he would not let us fail, and after our success Sister suggested we do something special 
to honor St. Joseph. That is why the statue of St. Joseph is in the main hallway at Beckman Catholic High School. The Saint 
Joseph statue was carved by local woodcarving artist Jack Becker. 
 Almost everyone who attended the Beckman closing meeting came to the meeting the following evening. There was so 
much support we decided to raise money as the “Beckman Endowment Fund.” Within 2 weeks’ time we raised $750,000.  We 
went to the Archbishop and he was so impressed with the Beckman supporters he said he would loan Beckman High School 
$250,000, and that is why Beckman is open today. We had the “Doubting Thomas’s” who said “if I knew Beckman would 
survive, I would give and I would give big.” That was 50 years ago and Beckman has survived. Fellow Beckman supporters and 
students, now it’s your turn for the next 50 years.
 My wife and I continue to give to Beckman Catholic long after our own children and grandchildren have graduated. We do 
this for the future generations who deserve a quality Catholic education. Every student and graduate should become an owner of 
Beckman Catholic by giving a dollar or two. You will love owning part of Beckman Catholic. Please join us in giving to Beckman 
Catholic - we will succeed when we have thousands of owners of Beckman Catholic. Have faith in the Holy Spirit to keep 
Beckman Catholic High School alive and keep Catholicism strong. May God bless you on your journey to heaven.

Sincerely,

Joseph & Helen Ertl
Turn the page to read about Elisabeth Kerper’s Beckman Catholic experience.

 

St. John Vianney

❑ My information has changed. Please see back for updates. 
❑ Please contact me about including Beckman Catholic in my estate     
    plans.
❑ I would like to give a gift in the amount of:
❑ $25  ❑ $100      ❑ $250     ❑ $500    ❑ $1,000      ❑ other
❑ Please recognize my donation under the following name or business:

❑ My check made payable to Beckman Catholic High School is 
enclosed for the following amount:  $

❑ Please charge my gift by credit card:  $ 

❑ Visa ❑ MasterCard    ❑ Discover    

Card Number

Exp.          CVV number
 

Signature

Please return this form in the envelope provided, or you can give 
online at https://beckman.revtrak.net/Donate-Now/#/list, or by 
phone at 563-875-7188. Thank you for your gift, which is tax 
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 o My check made payable to Beckman Catholic is enclosed 
for the following amount: $______________ 

o To pay with Venmo use the following QR code

o Give online at 
https://beckman.revtrak.net/Donate-Now/#list 
Or use the QR code on the opposite side of  this form

o For your security, if  you would like to give by credit card, 
call 563-875-7188 and ask for the Development office.

     To introduce ourselves, we are Jim and Kris Dudzik and together we have eight children, seven of whom are enrolled in 
Catholic schools. Our oldest four are at Beckman Catholic and three are at St. Francis Xavier: Maria is a senior, Danny is a soph-
omore, Tommy is a freshman, Sara is in 7th grade, Jimmy is in 5th grade, Clare is in 3rd grade, and Johnny is in kindergarten. 

     Jim and I both went to public schools, and while they had good teachers, sports, and academic opportunities, we both felt 
faith was a major component that was missing during our formative years. We even started out homeschooling our children 
early on to provide the faith component, but we could not provide the academic excellence,  friendships, and community that 
our Catholic schools supply. 

     I’m sure everyone remembers the year 2020, with Covid and all the lockdowns. Maria was a freshman at Beckman in the 
fall of 2020. While our extended families from both sides shared the educational difficulties they were experiencing for their 
children, Beckman brought a sense of normalcy to our daughter. With our 8th child on the way and Maria’s positive experience 
in her first year, we decided we were all-in on Beckman, which led to our eventual move to Dyersville in July of 2022. We feel 
beyond blessed to belong to such a wonderful Beckman Catholic community. 

     There are many reasons why our kids love Beckman.  There is a positive atmosphere; they just feel it when they walk in the 
door every day. They like the class sizes where they get to know everyone in the entire grade and other grades as well. They 
enjoy the teachers and feel like they get to know them. The sports programs and coaches are all positive experiences. Students 
have choices of elective programs; for instance, the art program has helped Maria grow significantly by doing something she 
loves. The strong research program has led to learning life skills, like public speaking and discovering new things; these helped 
Maria choose her career path in pathology. In Theology classes, the kids can ask the hard questions and receive solid answers to 
help them understand our faith better. 

     There are also several reasons why we as parents love Beckman Catholic. The passionate teachers and staff are second to 
none, contributing to Beckman’s academic excellence across all subject areas. They are making sacrifices to work at a private 
school and truly believe in its mission. Faith, weekly Mass, and regular prayer are helping our students to lead and serve as 
disciples of Jesus Christ. 

     The Annual Appeal is a great way to contribute to the continued success of Beckman Catholic. Because of the generosity of 
parents, alumni, and a solid faith community that supports our school’s mission, our students are gaining a solid foundation to 
build upon to become tomorrow’s leaders. Please consider a contribution to the Annual Appeal to ensure the continued success 
of Beckman Catholic. 

Sincerely, 

Jim and Kris Dudzik

The Dudzik Family 



Please update your information:  

Name/Business       

Alumna Maiden Name    

Address

City/St/Zip

Email    

Phone    

Cell     

Blazer Triple Gold Club        
$5,000 Plus   
Blazer Double Gold Club       
$1,000 to $4,999   
Blazer Gold-Green Club    
$500 to $999   
Blazer Gold-White Club
$250 to $499
Blazer Gold Club
$100 to $249
Blazer Green Club
$50 to $99
Blazer White Club
$5 to $49

Join a Blazer Club so Beckman can 
continue to “Provide Excellence through 

Catholic Education”

  

 Beckman Catholic used to be just two words to me, nothing more. I heard about it as a kid 
and thought, that’s where I’ll go to school. It was a place and nothing more. My first day here 
in 7th grade, I felt so important to be a part of something bigger. I had never experienced prayer 
every hour, or engaging classes that helped pick my ever-curious brain. It was the first time I 
had the chance to fully be myself around all new people and it gave me the opportunity to open 
up and be whoever I wanted to be. Beckman Catholic is not only a place, it’s a feeling. It’s an 
opportunity. Beckman Catholic offers everyone the chance to become the best version of 
themselves and to live to their fullest potential. 
 Through athletics, friendships, faith, and academics, I have learned how to be myself at 
Beckman Catholic. The sports I’ve played throughout high school have brought so much joy 
and have fostered so many friendships I otherwise wouldn’t have had. From my very first 
game as a 7th grader to my last game as a senior, I’ve loved every second. Sports tied me to 
friends, but also to my faith. At Beckman Catholic, the entire student body gets to experience 
the power of prayer and the beauty of faith not just weekly at our school mass, but hourly as 
we all pray together. 

 This school isn’t just a community, it’s a family. We’re all connected through faith, sports, friendships, and learning. Outside 
of the classroom, the Beckman Catholic environment makes it easy to be involved in different clubs, activities, and sports. These 
things have brought me much closer to my peers than I could have imagined, and I owe it all to the healthy growing conditions 
that Beckman Catholic provides to all students. Now that I’ve almost completed my time here, I can look back and see all of the 
things Beckman Catholic has done for me. I’ve made so many friends, but even more than that, I’ve come to know myself, and 
in knowing myself, I have become a better person. Beckman Catholic’s motto is “Disciples for Today, Saints for Eternity,” and 
the years I’ve spent here have helped me to better myself, to become a Saint forever. 
 During my first few months here, I was shy and quiet. It was difficult for me to reach out to others, and the fear of being 
judged stopped me in my tracks. Those who have spoken to me recently don’t know of this girl, but of the leader I am today. 
Beckman Catholic and all of the people who are part of the school have helped me blossom into the person I am now. It hurts to 
know I won’t be able to see these people every day once I leave, but Beckman Catholic has successfully and wonderfully prepared 
me for my future, and I cannot wait to continue growing with the foundation this school has provided me. 

Sincerely,

Elisabeth Kerper 
 

Elisabeth Kerper ʻ23

Mission statement: Forming disciples of Jesus Christ in faith and reason for success in this life and for eternity.

• The 2022 Beckman Catholic Annual Appeal generated over $223,000 for operation costs.  Please consider a gift to the 2023 Annual Appeal and help us exceed last yearʼs total.
• The 2022-23 Beckman Catholic Annual Report with donor acknowledgment will follow in December 2023.  All donors will receive a copy of the Annual Report.

Please Note:  All checks received and not designated will be recognized in our Annual Report as such:
Check from business account - full amount recognized under business. Check from individual account - full amount recognized under individual.
   • If one individual is an alumni, recognition will be under your graduating class in our alumni section.
   • If both spouses are alumni, recognition will be under both graduating classes - full donation amount in our alumni section.
   • If individual is from an affiliated parish or a friend of Beckman Catholic, recognition will be under our parish & friend section.
(Please feel free to split the donation if you would like)

Scan the QR code
to donate instantly.
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• The 2023 Beckman Catholic Annual Appeal generated over $237,000 for operation costs. Please consider a gift to the 2024 Annual Appeal and help us exceed last year’s total.
• The 2023-24 Beckman Catholic Annual Report with donor acknowledgment will follow in December 2024. All donors receive a copy of the Annual Report.
Please note: All checks received and not designated will be recognized in the Annual Report as such:
 • Check from business account - full amount recognized under business. Check from individual account - full amount recognized under individual.
 • If  one individual is an alumni, recognition may be under your graduating class in our alumni section.
 • If  both spouses are alumni, recognition will be under both graduating classes - full donation amount in our alumni section.
 • If  individual is from an affiliated parish or a friend of  Beckman Catholic, recognition will be under our parish & friend section.
(Please feel free to split the donation if  you would like.)

Sandy and Rick Gotto

     First, let me tell you how I came to Beckman Catholic. After two years of retirement, I 
was getting bored, so I thought about getting a job that was only a few hours a day. I heard 
that Beckman was looking for someone to help clean in the summer. I thought, “Do I really 
want to do this?” At the time, I had only ever been inside the school once. I decided to just 
try it and see what it might lead to. So in June of 2017, I started working at Beckman. At first, 
I had doubts, but as weeks passed I really liked it. I worked with groups of about 5 students 
every week. Sometimes they were the same, but most times they were different. I got to know 
these students and thought what a great group of kids they were. Since the job was only for the 
summer, I was not ready to leave. As luck would have it, an opening came, and once again, I 
was back at Beckman! I became the midday/afternoon custodian. From the first day I started 
here, everyone welcomed me. To me, Beckman Catholic is a community, a family. We are all 
one! It brings me great joy to go to work every day.

     I have seen the great quality of education being taught here. The teachers are so passionate about their students. They put in 
endless hours before and after school with the students. Beckman Catholic is faith, family, and friends. Walking down the hall-
way and having the students say, “Hi,” or ask how my day is going makes me glad I am here. The kindness that they have shown 
me has left me speechless at times. The focus at Beckman Catholic is “Disciples for Today, Saints for Eternity.” I see students 
come in as 7th graders and leave as seniors, and I know they will be disciples of today & saints for eternity. One important thing 
I see here is no one walks alone. There is always someone there to help you along. One day when I was walking down the hall, 
a student stopped and asked how my day was, and I told her I was having a great day. She said that whenever she asked me how 
my day was going I always said it was good. She asked, “Sandy, don’t you ever have a bad day?” I thought about it for a minute 
and said, “No, I don’t have any bad days.” That’s because of the students, faculty, and staff here. 

     I see how passionate the students are about their faith and studies. My faith has also grown since I have been here. I am not 
only the custodian at Beckman Catholic; I am part of this incredible community!  Please consider donating to this year’s Annual 
Appeal to support my extended family at Beckman Catholic. Your financial support allows so many families to continue to 
receive a quality Catholic education. Thank you for your continued support!

Sincerely, 

Sandy Gotto

January 29, 2024     

Please update your information:  

Name/Business       

Alumna Maiden Name    
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Blazer Triple Gold Club        
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Blazer Double Gold Club       
$1,000 to $4,999   
Blazer Gold-Green Club    
$500 to $999   
Blazer Gold-White Club
$250 to $499
Blazer Gold Club
$100 to $249
Blazer Green Club
$50 to $99
Blazer White Club
$5 to $49

Join a Blazer Club so Beckman can 
continue to “Provide Excellence through 

Catholic Education”

  

 Beckman Catholic used to be just two words to me, nothing more. I heard about it as a kid 
and thought, that’s where I’ll go to school. It was a place and nothing more. My first day here 
in 7th grade, I felt so important to be a part of something bigger. I had never experienced prayer 
every hour, or engaging classes that helped pick my ever-curious brain. It was the first time I 
had the chance to fully be myself around all new people and it gave me the opportunity to open 
up and be whoever I wanted to be. Beckman Catholic is not only a place, it’s a feeling. It’s an 
opportunity. Beckman Catholic offers everyone the chance to become the best version of 
themselves and to live to their fullest potential. 
 Through athletics, friendships, faith, and academics, I have learned how to be myself at 
Beckman Catholic. The sports I’ve played throughout high school have brought so much joy 
and have fostered so many friendships I otherwise wouldn’t have had. From my very first 
game as a 7th grader to my last game as a senior, I’ve loved every second. Sports tied me to 
friends, but also to my faith. At Beckman Catholic, the entire student body gets to experience 
the power of prayer and the beauty of faith not just weekly at our school mass, but hourly as 
we all pray together. 

 This school isn’t just a community, it’s a family. We’re all connected through faith, sports, friendships, and learning. Outside 
of the classroom, the Beckman Catholic environment makes it easy to be involved in different clubs, activities, and sports. These 
things have brought me much closer to my peers than I could have imagined, and I owe it all to the healthy growing conditions 
that Beckman Catholic provides to all students. Now that I’ve almost completed my time here, I can look back and see all of the 
things Beckman Catholic has done for me. I’ve made so many friends, but even more than that, I’ve come to know myself, and 
in knowing myself, I have become a better person. Beckman Catholic’s motto is “Disciples for Today, Saints for Eternity,” and 
the years I’ve spent here have helped me to better myself, to become a Saint forever. 
 During my first few months here, I was shy and quiet. It was difficult for me to reach out to others, and the fear of being 
judged stopped me in my tracks. Those who have spoken to me recently don’t know of this girl, but of the leader I am today. 
Beckman Catholic and all of the people who are part of the school have helped me blossom into the person I am now. It hurts to 
know I won’t be able to see these people every day once I leave, but Beckman Catholic has successfully and wonderfully prepared 
me for my future, and I cannot wait to continue growing with the foundation this school has provided me. 

Sincerely,

Elisabeth Kerper 
 

Elisabeth Kerper ʻ23

Mission statement: Forming disciples of Jesus Christ in faith and reason for success in this life and for eternity.

• The 2022 Beckman Catholic Annual Appeal generated over $223,000 for operation costs.  Please consider a gift to the 2023 Annual Appeal and help us exceed last yearʼs total.
• The 2022-23 Beckman Catholic Annual Report with donor acknowledgment will follow in December 2023.  All donors will receive a copy of the Annual Report.

Please Note:  All checks received and not designated will be recognized in our Annual Report as such:
Check from business account - full amount recognized under business. Check from individual account - full amount recognized under individual.
   • If one individual is an alumni, recognition will be under your graduating class in our alumni section.
   • If both spouses are alumni, recognition will be under both graduating classes - full donation amount in our alumni section.
   • If individual is from an affiliated parish or a friend of Beckman Catholic, recognition will be under our parish & friend section.
(Please feel free to split the donation if you would like)

Scan the QR code
to donate instantly.
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